Section 1.

These By-Laws may be amended only at a District Convention , by  a majority of votes cast.

Section 2.


No amendments shall be so reported or voted upon unless the same shall have been furnished in writing to each Club no less than thirty (30) days prior to the convening date of the annual Convention with notice that same will be voted upon at said Convention.

Article X - EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENTS

Section 1.


These By-Laws shall take effect at the close of the District Convention at which time the same is adopted by affirmative vote of a majority of the votes cast or at the stated time of enforcement. 

As amended by virtue of Article IX, Sect. 1

District 37-O Convention March, 2008 
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 (3) 37-O Convention Package for Cabinet Secretary, District Convention Chairman and past International President residing in District 37-O and any current serving International Director from within Multiple District 37 and their partners-in-service.

(1) The Vice District Governor shall represent the District each year the USA/Canada leadership Forum with all itemized expenses paid by the District.

(2) Stationery , name tags and Crests 

(3) District Governor’s Bulletin postage and printing

(4) Bank service charges, phone, administrative postage and fax Costs.

(5) District Governor’s Appreciation Awards 

(6) Induction kits and supplies

(7) District Directory

(8) Chairmen budget items approved by the Cabinet

(9) Vice District Governor Honorarium not to exceed fifteen per cent (15%) of the District Dues. 

(10) Other items approved by Cabinet.

Article VIII – Hall of Fame 

Section 1- The Cabinet Secretary is to receive yearly nominations on the standard MD Candidate Nomination Form only for the candidate for the Hall of Fame 30 days prior to the annual district convention. The candidate nomination form shall be accompanied by a one-page biography of the candidate to be circulated at the annual District Convention. 

Section 2- Any Lion, Lioness, Lions Club, Lioness Club, Zone or Region may nominate one candidate for their MD 37 Hall of Fame choice. 

Section 3-The candidate must have 15 years of service and not be a member of the current Council of Governors. Each candidate should have qualifications above and beyond the call of duty including social and human endeavors. He/She should be of good moral character and have a good reputation in his/her community. 

Section 4- There shall be no fee. 

Section 5- Either a Lion or a Lioness may be a candidate. The award can be posthumously awarded.

Section 6-The voting shall take place at our district convention. The winner is the candidate with a clear majority, that is, 50 % plus one vote. Only those delegates are allowed to vote as per Article VI Section 6 of the constitution. 

Section 7- In case such majority is not reached on the first ballot , a second ballot will take place only the top two (2) candidates or more if they are tied are eligible. 

Section 8- Each candidate’s sponsor has 5 minutes to promote the nomination at the designated time on the program. No demonstrations are allowed. 

Section 9- The sponsor shall ensure the candidate or alternate is at the next MD convention where the award will be presented. A brief biography of each winner is to be sent by the cabinet secretary within 30 days of our district convention to the MD office to be included in the announcements of the winners. 
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Convening date of the respective Convention at which such question of endorsement is to be voted upon;

(a) Deliver with said Notice of Intention evidence of fulfillment of qualification for such Office as set firth in the International Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 2.

Each Notice of Intention so delivered shall be transmitted forthwith by the District Governor to the Nominating Committee of the respective Convention, which shall review and perfect the same by obtaining from each prospective candidate any additional evidence of such intention and qualifications as may be necessary under the International Constitution and By-Laws, and shall place in nomination at the respective Convention the name of each prospective candidate who has fulfilled said Procedural and Constitutional requirements.

Section 3.

The vote on the Question of Endorsement shall be by secret ballot, unless there shall be only one (1) nominee seeking the same, in which event a voice vote may be taken. The nominee receiving a majority of the votes cast shall be declared endorsed( elected) as the candidate of the Convention and District. In the event of a tie vote, or failure of one (1) nominee to receive the required majority, on any ballot, balloting shall continue with respect to the two (2) nominees only who received the largest number of votes on the previous ballot until one receives the required majority of the votes cast.

Section 4. 

Certification of Endorsement by the respective Convention shall be made in writing to the International Office and to Multiple District Office by District Officials designated, and in accordance with the requirements therefore set forth in the International Constitution and By-Laws of the Multiple District 37.

Section 5.

No endorsement of any candidate of any member of a Lions Club in this District shall be valid unless and until the provision of Article VI have been met.

Article VII – FISCAL YEAR

Section 1.


The fiscal year of this District shall be from July Ist.  to June 30th.

Section 2.

       (a) Income shall include:

(1) District Dues

(2) Voluntary Contributions

(3) Directory Sales and Ad Revenue

(4) District Governor’s Reimbursement from Lions International for Newsletter publication and distribution.

(5) District Governor’s Reimbursement for the cabinet formation

(6) Other Fund-Raising Activities approved by the Cabinet

(1) Expenses shall  include:

(1) District Governor’s honorarium up to but not exceeding twenty per cent (20%) of the District Dues.

(2) Office Photocopying 
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Each Region shall have at least one representative on each such Committee. These Committees shall perform such duties as the District Governor shall designate.

Article IV – DISTRICT AND CLUB ACTIVTIES

Section 1. 

The Cabinet Secretary shall notify in writing al Clubs affected by a proposed project involving participation by more than two (2) clubs. Such notification shall contain the purpose of the proposed project, the anticipated results, and all available details. The notification shall be forwarded to all Clubs affected at least thirty (30) days prior to a meeting to be convened to discuss the merits of the proposal.

Section 2.

All Entities ( legal or natural, in corporate or any other form) organize and/or controlled by any Lions Club or Clubs or Lions Club Member or Members that seek(s) the participation of two (2)  or more Clubs within the District for their programs and/or projects shall be subject to the direction and supervision of the District Cabinet.

Section 3.

All funds raised from the public by any Lions Club, alone or in combination with another Lions Club, Lioness Club or Leo Club, or any other entity ( legal or natural, in corporate or any other form) shall be used exclusively for charitable purposes. Direct costs of any public fund –raising project may be paid from funds so raised, but no portion of the net income realized in any public fund-raising project, shall be used to finance any administrative expense of the Club or Clubs or to directly benefit or indirectly benefit the Club or Clubs or any member or members thereof.

Article V  CONVENTION PROCEDURE

Section 1.

The District Governor and the District Convention Committee shall arrange the Order of Business for the District Convention, and the same shall be the Order of the day for all sessions.

Section. 2


Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Constitution and By-Laws,

Or the Rules of Procedure adopted for a meeting, all Questions  of Order and Procedure at any District Meeting or Convention, any meeting of the District Cabinet, a region, a Zone or Member Club or of any Group of Committees of any of them shall be determined by Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.

Article VI  NOMINATION AND ENDORSEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT NOMINEES

Section 1.

Subject to the provisions of the International Constitution and By-Laws of Multiple District 37, a past International Officer and/or Past District Governor in the District seeking endorsement of a District Convention as a candidate for the Office of International Director or Second Vice President shall:

(b) Deliver by mail, fax  or in person written notice of intention to seek such endorsement to the District Governor and to the Multiple District Secretary Treasurer, no less than ninety (90) days prior to 
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 (e)  promote attendance at Club anniversaries and Charter Nights of newly organized Clubs;

(f) promote representation at International, Multiple District and District Conventions by at least the full quota of delegates to which Clubs in his/her Zone are entitled.

In the event the Zone Chairman for any reason cannot or, in the judgement of the District Governor, does not perform the duties of his/her  office , or in the event the office is for any reason vacated, the District Governor shall appoint a qualified successor to serve for the unexpired term, from a Club within the same Zone. 

Section 7 . DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S CABINET 


The District Cabinet shall :

assist the District Governor in the performance of his/her duties and in the formation of administrative plans and policies affecting the welfare of Lionism within the District;

serve in an advisory and administrative capacity

receive from the Region Chairmen ( if any) and Zone Chairmen reports and recommendations which concern the Clubs and Zones. 

Section 8.  DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S ADVUISORY COMMITTEE

It shall assist the Zone Chairman in an advisory capacity; procure recommendations affecting the welfare of Lionism and the Clubs in the Zone, and relay the same through the Zone Chairmen to the District Governor and his/her Cabinet.

Section 9. DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S HONORARY COMMITTEE

It shall act under the direction of the District Governor in the promotion of harmony throughout the District. The Chairman of the Committee shall attend meetings of the Cabinet when requested by the District Governor.

Section 10. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS


The Sergeant-at-Arms shall maintain order and decorum at the respective Conventions and meetings and perform such duties as are incidental to their office under Robert’s Rules of Order 0- Newly Revised.

Article III – COMMITTEES

Section 1.


The Credential Committee of the District Convention shall be composed of 

The District Governor, a Chairman appointed by the District Governor, the Cabinet Secretary, and two (2) members of the District appointed by the District Governor. The Credential Committee shall have the power to perform the duties as set forth in Robert’s Rules of Order Newly revised. 

Section 2.


The District Governor shall  appoint, designate the Chairman of, and fill any vacancies occurring in the following District Convention Committees:

B) Resolutions

C) Elections

D) Constitution and By-Laws

E) Rules

F) International Convention 
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(2) DUTIES

(a) attend the regular and special meetings of the Cabinet;

(b) assist the District Governor in promoting Lionism in his/her Region by performing such duties as may be delegated to him/her from time-to-time by the District Governor;

(c) recommend qualified Lions in his/her Region for the appointment of Zone Chairmen;

(d) endeavor to have every Club in his/her Region operating under a duly adopted Club Constitution and By-Laws’

(e) promote representation at International, Multiple District, and District, Conventions by at least the quota of delegates to which Clubs in his/her Region are entitled;

(f) supervise and assist the Zone Chairman in his/her Region in the performance of their official duties, and co-operate with them in arranging and holding Zone Meetings and District Governor’s Committee Meetings.

In the event the Region Chairman for any reason cannot or does not, in the judgement of the District Governor, perform the duties of his/her office, or in the event the office is for any reason vacated, the District Governor shall appoint a qualified successor from within the same Region to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Section 6.  ZONE CHAIRMAN

  (1) Qualifications 

(a) Be an active member in good standing of a Lions Club in good standing.

(b) Be a past President of a Lions Club for a full term, or major portion thereof, and, in addition, have served as a member of the Board of Directors, of a Lions Club for at least two (2) years.

(c) eligible to be appointed only in the Zone which his/her Club is located as determined by the District Governor and his/her Cabinet.

(d) Be selected by a process agreed to by the Advisory Committee of the Zone and the District Governor. 

(e) If, by the final Advisory Meeting, the Zone Chairman Elect is not selected by the Advisory Committee of the ZONE, then the Vice District Governor will appoint one.

   (2) Duties

  Under the supervision and direction of the District Governor and Region Chairman ( if the position is utilized during the District Governor’s term) he/she shall:

(a) make a report of each District Governor’s Advisory Committee Meeting and send copies within five (5) days thereafter to Lions Clubs International, the Multiple District Secretary-Treasurer, and to the District Governor;

(b)  endeavor to have every Club within his/her Zone operating under a duly adopted   Club Constitution and By-Laws;

(c)  arrange regularly scheduled Zone meetings;

(d) encourage Inter-Club Meetings and social activities

(e) play an active role in leadership development at the club level and an active role in membership development including extension of new clubs 
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Section 3. CABINET SECRETARY 


Under the supervision and direction of the District Governor, the Cabinet Secretary shall:

(a)  keep an accurate record of all meetings of the Cabinet, and within fifteen(15) days after each meeting, forward copies of the same to all members of the cabinet, the Multiple District Secretary- Treasurer, and the office of Lions International;

(b)  take and keep Minutes of the District Convention and furnish copies of the same to Lions International, the Multiple District - Treasurer, the District Governor, the Vice District Governor, and the secretary of each club in the District;

(c)  assist the District Governor and the Cabinet in conducting the business of the District, and perform such other duties as are specified or implied in this Constitution and By-Laws, or as may be assigned to him/her from time to time by the District Governor or the cabinet;

(d) sign all notices and documents issued by the cabinet;

(a) make an annual report to the cabinet at its meeting immediately preceding or held in conjunction with the annual District Convention, and such other reports at such other times as the District Governor or the Cabinet may require. 

Section 4 CABINET TREASURER  

(a) Attend all cabinet, executive, convention and special meetings called by the District Governor or Cabinet;

(b) prepare a financial statement for the Cabinet meetings, annual Convention or upon request by the District Governor;

(c) collect and receipt all funds due the District and Multiple District  deposit the same in such bank or banks as the District Governor or cabinet shall determine, and disburse the same by order of the District Governor or Cabinet;

· (d) keep accurate books and records of accounts, and permit inspection of the same by the District Governor, any Cabinet  Member, and any Club ( or authorized agent of any of  them) at any reasonable time for any purpose. Upon direction of the District Governor or the Cabinet, he/she shall furnish any such books and records as requested to any auditor appointed by the District Governor or Cabinet;

(e) secure bond for the faithful performance of his/her duties in such sum and with such sureties as may be requested by the District Governor or cabinet.

Section 5.


REGION CHAIRMAN : ( If the position is utilized during the District Governor’s Term)

(1) Qualifications:

(a) Be an Active Member  in good standing of a chartered lions club in good standing in his/her district.

(b) He/She must have served a full year or major portion thereof as President of as Lions Club and, in addition, on a Club Board of Directors for two (2) additional years. 

(c) Is eligible to run only in the Region that his/her Club is located as determined by the District Governor and his/her cabinet.
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Lions Clubs International District 37 – O

Constitution

Article 1- NAME

Section 1.

This organization shall be known as District 37-O of the International Association of Lions Clubs (herein after referred to as: “Lions Clubs International”.)

Article II – OBJECTS

Section 1.   

The object is to provide an administrative structure with which to advance the purposes and objects of Lions Clubs International in the District. 

Article III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.

The membership of this organization shall be all Lions Clubs in this District chartered by Lions Clubs International. 

Section 2. 

The boundaries will be those as set by time to time by the Multiple District at their annual convention. 

Section 3.

Wherever the male gender or pronoun presently appears in District 37-O Constitution and By-Laws, it shall be interpreted to mean both male and female person. 

Article IV- DISTRICT ORGANIZATION

Section 1.

Cabinet and Officers 

(a) The District shall have a District Cabinet composed of the District Governor, The Vice District Governor, the Immediate Past District Governor, the Region Chairmen (if the position is utilized during the District Governor’s term), the Zone Chairmen, the Cabinet Secretary, and the Cabinet Treasurer. The members of the District Cabinet shall be the Officers of the District. Each such Officer shall be a member in good standing of a Lions Club in good standing in the District. 

(b) The District Governor and the Vice District Governor shall be elected at the annual Convention of the District. The Governor shall appoint by the time he/she takes office, a Cabinet Secretary and a Cabinet Treasurer, or a Cabinet Secretary-Treasurer. 

(c) The District Governor may constitute such committees, as he/she deems necessary to advance the purposes and objects of Lions Clubs International in the District, and to appoint Chairmen to supervise the functions of such committees. At each regular Cabinet Meeting, the Officers of the District may extend voting privileges to the Committee Chairmen and Committee Members. 
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(d) Any vacancy in any District Office, except that of the District Governor and the Vice District Governor shall be filled by appointment by the District Governor for the unexpired term thereof.

(e) If the District shall fail to elect a qualified District Governor, or, if the District Governor-Elect shall die or be found too ill or disabled to take such office prior to the day his/her term would otherwise begin, the District may have a District Governor appointed as set forth in the International Constitution.


In the event a vacancy occurs in the Office of District Governor during his/her term of office, the Vice-Governor shall act as District Governor and shall perform the duties of, and shall have the same authority as, the District Governor until such time said vacancy is filled by the International Board of Directors for the remainder of the term as provided in the International Constitution. In filling a vacancy arising in the Office of Vice Governor, the District shall convene a meeting of the existing Cabinet as provided in the International Constitution and By-Laws and all Past International Officers who are members in good standing of a chartered Lions Club in good standing in the District. It shall be the duty of the attendees at this meeting to elect a qualified club member as Vice District Governor for the remainder of the term. In filling said vacancy, it shall be the duty of the District Governor, or if not available, the most recent Past District Governor who is available, to send out invitations to attend said meeting. It shall also be his/her responsibility to preside as Chairman of the meeting. The Chairman shall convey the results to the International Office within seven (7) days together with evidence of invitations sent and meeting attendance. Each Lion who is entitled to receive an invitation to attend and is present at said meeting shall be entitled to cast one vote for the Lion of his/her choice.

                (f)If any Region Chairman (if the position is utilized during the District Governor’s term) or Zone Chairman shall cease to be a member of a club in the Region or Zone, as the case may be, from which he/she was appointed or elected, his/her term of office shall thereupon cease. The District Governor shall appoint a successor to fill said office, from within the applicable Region or Zone.

(g) No salary shall be paid to any officer of the District.

(h) In the event there are no candidates to run for the office of Vice District   Governor for next year’s term at our District Convention, the District Governor shall convene a Special Meeting by February 28 to elect a Vice District Governor. The District Governor shall invite the current District Cabinet as stated by Lions Clubs International Constitution and all Past International Officers who reside in the District and are members in good standing of a chartered Lions Club in good standing as the voting Delegates. The District Governor shall convey the results to Lions International within seven (7) days together with evidence of the invitation sent and meeting attendance, each Lion who is entitled to receive an invitation to attend and is present at said meeting should be entitled to cast one vote for the Lion of his/her choice.
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(c)  promote the Lions Clubs International Foundation and all service        activities of the Association

(d) preside over all Cabinet, Convention if requested and other District meetings;

(e) endeavor to visit each club at least once during his/her term of office;

(f) exercise supervision and authority over Cabinet Officers and District Committee appointees as is provided in the Constitution and By-Laws, including, but not by way of limiting the following:

(i) designate a depository for all District funds and authorize the payment thereof of all legitimate expenses pertaining to the administration of the affairs of the District;

(ii) secure, set the amount of, and approve the Surety Company issuing the surety bond for the Cabinet Treasurer if requested by the cabinet,

(ii)secure semi-annually or more frequently, District financial reports from the Cabinet Treasurer

(iv)provide for an annual or more frequent audit of the books and accounts of the Cabinet Treasurer, and set a definite schedule of dates, times and places of Cabinet meetings to be held during the fiscal year;

(g) submit a current itemized statement of total District receipts and expenditures to the annual District Convention;

(h) submit such other reports and perform such other duties as may be required by the International Board of Directors;

(i) deliver, forthwith, at the termination of his/her term of office, all District Accounts, funds and records to his/her successor in office.

Section 2. VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

The Vice District Governor, subject to the supervision and direction of the District Governor, shall be chief administrative assistant to the District Governor. his/her specific responsibilities shall be to:

(a) further the Purpose and Objects of the International Association.

(b) familiarize himself/herself with the duties of the District Governor so in the event of a vacancy in the office of District Governor he/she will be better prepared to assume the duties and responsibilities of said office;

(c) perform such administrative duties as may be assigned to him/her by the District Governor or policies;  and

(d) perform such other functions and acts as may be required of him/her by the International Board of Directors through the Vice District Governor’s manual and other directives

(e) actively participate in all Cabinet and Council meetings as requested or appropriate and conduct all meetings in the absence of the District Governor;

(f) participate in the preparation of the budget;

(g) be actively engaged in all matters to be continued during the next year:

(h) participate in the review of the strengths and weaknesses of the Clubs in the District; and 

(i) at the request of the District Governor, supervise appropriate District committees.

(j) ensure that each month the club’s membership reports are given to LCI and the Vice District Governor.        
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(B) Secure the endorsement of his/her Club or a majority of Clubs in     his/her District.

(C) Have served or will have served at the time he/she takes office as Vice District Governor:

(a) As President of a Lions Club for a full term or major portion thereof, and a member of the Board of Directors of a Lions Club for no less than two (2) additional years: and 

(b) As Zone Chairman or Region Chairman or Cabinet Secretary and/or Cabinet Treasurer for a full term or major portion thereof:

(c) As a cabinet member in this district for at least an additional 2 years. With none of the above being served concurrently 

Section 3.

Each qualified candidate for the Office of District Governor or for the Office of Vice District Governor shall be allotted a total of  eight (8) minutes during the Convention Agenda to promote their candidacy.

Section 4.

A Club or individual shall not make an official announcement of a candidacy for District Governor or Vice District Governor for District 37-O until after the incumbent District Governor Elect has been officially inducted as District Governor.

Section 5.

The Cabinet Secretary shall notify, in writing, the Multiple District Secretary-Treasurer of the intent of the District to hold a Convention to elect a District Governor and Vice District Governor at least sixty (60) days prior to the commencement of the Multiple District Convention to be held  during the same fiscal year.

Section 6.

The Cabinet Secretary shall notify, in writing, the Multiple District Secretary Treasurer the name of the District Governor Elect and Vice District Governor Elect at least thirty (30) days prior to the commencement of the Multiple District Convention.

Section 7.

A “region” shall be defined as that area within District 37-O designated by the District Governor and the Cabinet during their Year of Office. An office of region Chairman man be utilized by the District Governor. 

Section 8.


A “Zone” shall be defined as that area of a Region within District 37 –O

Designated by the District Governor and the Cabinet during their year of Office.

Article II – DUTIES

Section 1. District Governor 

The District Governor shall act under the general supervision of the International Board of Directors as the representative of Lions Clubs International in this District and shall have general supervision over all Lions Clubs therein. In addition he/she shall

(a) further the Purposes and Objects of Lions Clubs International;

(b)  actively promote and inspire other district officers to administer and

     promote: effective membership growth, new club organization and 

     leadership development at the club and district levels.
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   (i) The District Governor shall send a letter to all Lions Clubs in good standing in the District asking a letter of endorsement of any qualified candidate to be sent to the Cabinet Secretary at least one week prior to this special meeting to be considered as a Candidate. In the event there are no candidates, the delegates shall appoint as qualified Lion Member to serve as Vice District Governor for next year’s term. 

Section 2.  DISTRICT CABINET MEETINGS

(a)REGULAR: A regular meeting of the Cabinet shall be held in each quarter of the fiscal year, with the first to be held within sixty (60) days after the adjournment of the preceding International Convention. Ten (10) days written notice of meeting setting forth a date, time, and place determined by the District Governor shall be given to each member of the cabinet.

(b)SPECIAL: Special meetings of the cabinet maybe called by the District Governor in his/her discretion and shall be called upon written request made by the District Governor or the Cabinet Secretary by a majority of the members of the cabinet. Not fewer than five(5) nor more than ten(10) days written or telegraphic notice of special meeting meetings, setting forth the purpose thereof and a date, time and place determined by the District Governor, shall be given to each member by the Cabinet Secretary. 

(c)MEMBERS OF THE CABINET: Members of the Cabinet shall include those Officers appointed or elected that are specified in Article IV, Section 1(a) and Committee specified in Article IV , Section 1(c) of our District Constitution.

      (d)QUORUM: The attendance of the majority of the Officers of the District    shall constitute a quorum at the regular and special meetings of the cabinet.

     (e) PRESIDING OFFICER: The presiding Officer at all regular and special    meetings of the District shall be the District Governor. In the absence of the District Governor, the Vice District Governor shall preside, The Presiding Officer shall be entitled to vote at all such meetings.

Section 3. REGIONS and ZONES 

(a) The District Governor shall divide the District into Regions and Zones, giving due regard to the geographic location of the clubs. All such Regions and Zones shall be subject to change by the District Governor when, in his/her discretion, he/she shall deem the same necessary to the best interest of Lions Clubs International.

(b) REGION MEETINGS: If the potion of Region Chairman is utilized during the District Governor’s term, meetings of representatives of all clubs in the Region, with the Region Chairman presiding, may be held during the fiscal year at times and places fixed by the Region Chairman of the respective Region.

(c) ZONE MEETING: Meetings of the representatives of all the clubs in the Zone, with the Zone Chairman presiding, shall be held during the fiscal year at the times and places fixed by the Zone Chairman  of the respective Zone.
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Section 4.  DISTRICT COMMITTEES

(a)DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE: In each Zone, the Zone Chairman, the Presidents and Secretaries of the Clubs in the Zone shall comprise a District Governor’s Advisory Committee, with the Zone Chairman as Chairman thereof. At a date, time and place determined by the Zone Chairman, this committee shall hold a first meeting within ninety (90) days after the adjournment of the preceding International Convention; a second meeting in the month of November; a third meeting in the month of February or March; and a fourth meeting approximately thirty (30) days prior to the Multiple District Convention.

(b) DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S HONORARY COMMITTEE: The District Governor may appoint a District Governor’s Honorary Committee of Past International Officers who are members in good standing of clubs in good standing within the District. This committee shall meet when and as called upon by the District Governor.

Article V- DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE FUND

Section 1.

To provide revenue to defray the non-convention administrative expenses of the District, that portion of the annual dues levied by the Council of Governors of Multiple District 37 of Lions Clubs International, pursuant to the Constitution and By-Laws of Multiple District 37, and which is returned to the District, shall be used. The clubs will be billed $5.20 US per member to administer the District. The clubs will be billed $.50US per member to administrate the District Convention, for a total of US $5.70 to be used by the District. 

Section 2.

Such funds shall be disbursed only for non-convention administrative expense of  the District and only upon the approval by the District Governor and his/her Cabinet. Disbursements therefrom shall be by cheques drawn and signed by the Cabinet Treasurer and Countersigned by the District Governor and/or Cabinet Secretary. 

Section 3.

Expenses of the District Governor in connection with his/her attending an International Convention shall not be considered a District administrative expense. Such expense shall be considered as a Multiple District Expenses.

Section 4

Expenses of the Vice District Governor in connection with his/her attending one (1) Constitutional Area Forum in North America shall be considered a District Administrative expense. Reimbursement for such reasonable expenses shall be made as agreed in the budget.

Section 5.

The District Governor and his/her Cabinet shall not incur obligations in any fiscal year which will effect an unbalanced budget or deficit in said fiscal year. 
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The candidate receiving the majority of the legal votes cast ( 50% plus one) shall be declared the winner. If there is no winner, the top two candidates and any tied for second shall be put on the next ballot. Voting will continue until one candidate receives the majority of the legal votes cast ( 50% plus one) .If the nomination of any candidate is from the floor of the Convention, a letter from the Club showing its endorsement shall be given to the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee must verify the qualifications before he or she is declared a candidate. The chairman of the relevant Business Session will simply announce the names of the successful candidates after being informed by the Election Committee Chairman,

(a)ii  If there are more than two candidates for the office of Vice District Governor or District Governor and if one candidate receives the most votes and does not have the required majority and if the other two or more candidates are tied for second with the next most votes, then the candidates tied for second will run off with the winner going against the top vote getter. The winner will be the candidate who receives the majority of legal votes cast.

(a)iii If there is only one candidate for the Office of Vice District Governor and if the candidate does not receive the majority of legal votes cast, the election shall be declared null and void. The District Governor shall call a special meeting within four (4) months after the District Convention to appoint a Vice District Governor Elect as sated in the District 37 –O Constitution under Article IV- District Organization. Section 1 h.

(b)A CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF DISTRICT GOVERNOR SHALL:

(A)  Be an active Member in good standing of a chartered Lions Club in good standing in the District.

(B) Secure the endorsement of his/her Club or a majority of Clubs in his/her District.

(C) Have served or will have served at the time he/she takes office as District Governor:

(1) As president of a Lions Club for a full term or major portion thereof, and a member of the Board of Directors of a Lions Club for no less than two (2) additional years; and 

(2) As Zone Chairman or Region Chairman or Cabinet Secretary and/or Cabinet Treasurer for a full term or major portion thereof; and 

(3) As Vice District Governor for a full term or major portion thereof. Provided, however, that in the event the incumbent Vice Governor does not stand for election as District Governor, any club member who fulfills the qualifications shall also be a candidate.

(4) With none of the above being accomplished concurrently.

(c)A CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR SHALL:

(A) Be an active member in good standing of a chartered Lions Club in good standing in the District. 
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Section 9.

The previous District Convention Report and Minutes shall include a detailed financial statement and shall be presented for approval at the subsequent convention.

Article VIII – AMENDMENTS

Section 1.

This Constitution may be amended only at a District Convention by a resolution adopted by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the votes cast. The Constitution and By-Laws shall be updated annually to automatically reflect the changes of the immediately preceding District Convention and or the International Association of Lions Clubs Constitution. 

Section 2.

No amendments shall be reported or voted upon unless the same shall have been furnished in writing to each Club no less than thirty (30) days prior to the convening date of the annual Convention, together with notice that the same will be voted upon at the said Convention.

Section 3.

Each amendment shall take effect at the close of the Convention at which the same was adopted, unless otherwise specified in the amendment. 

By-Laws

Article 1- DISTRICT NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

Section 1.

The District Governor shall appoint, by written notification received at least sixty (60) days prior to the District Convention, a Nomination Committee of not more than five (5) members, each of whom shall be a member in good standing in the District, and shall not at the time of their appointment hold any District or International Office. The names and addresses of Lions appointed shall be sent to all clubs in the District at least thirty (30) days prior to the convening day of the District Convention. 

Section 2.

(a) I -  A Lions Club in good standing within the District may nominate one candidate for election to the office of District Governor or to the office of Vice District Governor. Written notice of such nomination shall be submitted to the Cabinet Secretary prior to the commencement day of the District Convention, either by letter or by the latest means of business telecommunication, including FAX. The Cabinet Secretary will notify the Nominating Committee of all such nominees. The Nominating Committee shall ensure that all nominees are qualified as stipulated further on in this Article. The Nominating Committee shall place in nomination at the District Convention the names of all qualified candidates thus nominated. In any event, elections for the office of District Governor shall be conducted by secret written ballot. In the event that only one candidate has been nominated for the office of Vice District Governor, or that nomination for this office is made from the floor, then, if the candidate is qualified to serve as Vice District Governor, in any event, election for the office of Vice District Governor shall be conducted by secret written ballot. In the event 
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Section 6.


The Cabinet Treasurer may be bonded in such amount and with such surety company as shall be approved by the District Governor, and the cost of same shall be an administrative expense.

Section 7.


No assessments or levies may be imposed upon any Lion or Lions Club by the District Governor or his/her Cabinet except upon a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of delegates assembled at the annual District Convention.

Section 8.


The District Governor shall provide for an annual or more frequent audit of the books and accounts of the Cabinet Treasurer, and a statement of the financial condition of the District, shall be sent to Lions Clubs International and to each Club within the District within sixty (60) days after the close of the fiscal year by the District Governor then in office.

Article VI – DISTRICT CONVENTION

Section 1. 

An annual Convention of the District shall be held in the fiscal year prior to the International Convention. The location and time of the convention shall be decided by the District Cabinet unless selected by the previous Convention.


The chairman of the Convention shall be chosen by April 1 by the District Governor Elect. The Immediate Past District Governor is the Honorary Chairman.

Section 2.


The District Governor shall receive invitations in writing from clubs desiring to host the annual District Convention. All invitations shall set forth such information as the District Governor shall from time to time require, and shall be delivered to him/her no later than thirty (30) days prior to the convening date of the convention at which they are to be voted upon. The Convention Advisory Committee shall investigate all sites and make recommendations to the District Convention. If no bids are present for next year or the following year, the District Cabinet will select the sites. 

Section 3.

A convention Committee shall be composed of the District Governor, the Convention Chairman, The Honorary Chairman, The cabinet Secretary, the Cabinet Treasurer and four (4) Vice Chairmen.


Vice Chairmen portfolios shall be:


a. Publicity


b. Host club Committee Chairman for hotel and registration 


c. Entertainment


d. Sessions

This committee may be added to as required by the Convention Committee. 
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Section 4.


A Convention Advisory Committee shall be composed of three (3) members

Serving a three (3) year rotation term. The District Governor shall appoint a member to serve a three (3) year term. The Chairman of the Committee shall be the member serving his/her third term. The Committee shall review all future Convention sites for the District and shall bring his/her findings to the cabinet. It shall book and cancel tentative dates with hotels when they are directed to do so by Cabinet. 

Section 5.

A Convention Sergeant-at-Arms and assistants shall be appointed by the Convention Committee. 

Section 6.

Each chartered Club in good standing in Lions Clubs International and the Multiple District may be represented by one or more delegates at the annual District Convention, and shall be entitled at each convention to one (1) voting delegate and one (1) alternate for each ten (10) members ,or major fraction thereof, in such Club as shown by the records of the Lions Clubs International on the first day of the month last preceding that month during which the Convention is held. The major fraction referred to in this  section shall be five (5) or more members. Each certified delegate present in person may cast one (1) vote only for each office to be filled and one (1) vote only on each issue or question to be voted upon by the delegates of said Convention. Unless otherwise specified herein, the affirmative vote of a majority of the delegates voting on any question, shall be the act of the Convention. The District Governor and any past District Governor in this District shall be considered voting delegates over and above his/her Club’s quota for all purposes. However, no person shall have more than one vote on any one issue.

Any clubs that owe dues to the Multiple District, Or District on the opening day of the Convention shall not be entitled to have their delegates certified unless they produce proof of payment or payment is presented at that time. 

Section 7.

The attendance in person of a majority of the delegates registered at a Convention shall constitute a quorum at any session of the Convention. 

Section 8.

The cabinet shall retain and have the power to change at any time, for good reason, the convention site chosen by a previous district convention.  Neither the District Governor, nor any member of the District Cabinet, shall incur any liability to any club or club member in the district. 

Section 9.

Within sixty (60) days after the close of the Convention, Official Minutes of the Convention proceedings shall be mailed to Lions Clubs International, The Secretary-Treasurer of Multiple District 37, and each Club in the District, by the Cabinet Secretary, 
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Article VII – DISTRICT CONVENTION FUND

Section 1.

All administrative expenses of the District Convention shall be defrayed from fees charged those attending. From the above fees, complimentary Convention packages will be extended to:

(a)   The main guest speaker 

(b)   The District Governor

(c)   The Registration Chairman

(d)  The Vice District Governor 

Section 2.

District Convention administrative expenses shall be paid only by the Cabinet Treasurer and signing authorities as approved by cabinet. The annual allotment  of at least US$.50 per member from the cabinet shall be paid to the Host Committee for general purposes and hotel deposit. 

Section 3. 

In any fiscal year, any balance remaining after payment of District Convention administrative expenses shall be remitted to the Cabinet Treasurer, who shall deposit said balance in the convention account. Funds accumulated in the Convention Surplus Account shall not exceed $3,000.00. Any excess above the surplus monies are put in the general convention account to defray administrative expenses of subsequent Conventions.

Section 4.

Such fees as the Convention Committee shall establish may be collected  under procedures established by the Committee, from each delegate, alternate and guest attending the District Convention to defray the actual cost of the Convention, meals, entertainment and convention pin( If it is a part of the registration package). 

Section 5.

The Host Club or Clubs shall provide the District Governor with complete accounting of expenditures, receipts, billings, invoices and other documents, together with a complete financial statement covering all aspects of the District Convention, within sixty (60) days following the close of the District Convention.

Section 6.

In the event of a deficit, the District Cabinet may, after reviewing the financial statement provided in accordance with the immediately preceding section, reimburse all or part of the deficit of the Host Club or Clubs.

Section 7.

A Club or Clubs acting as a Host or Hosts for a District Convention shall receive fifty (50) % of the net profit, if any, from the District Treasurer once that amount has been passed by the cabinet for approval. This amount will be paid within ninety ( 90) days of the convention. The net profit will not include any monies from the Tail Twisters collections minus expenses as they are designated for next year’s speaker(s). 

Section 8. 

No Lions Club or individual shall sell, provide, circulate or otherwise distribute raffle tickets, draw entries, activities of chance or any merchandise whatsoever without the express written authority if the District Governor. The Convention Committee  may have a pin for sale.
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