District 37’0’ Lions Convention Jan 15-17, 2010
Beiseker Lions Club hosted the 2010 37’O’ District Lions Convention at the Radisson Hotel and Conference Centre in Canmore. The convention proved to be a fun and inspiring weekend for all 324 attendees, from the Wii games on Friday evening, through the business, speakers and banquet on Saturday, to the awards and memorial service on Sunday.

District Governor Fred Walters invited all first time convention attendees to a breakfast and introductory session. The business was accomplished efficiently and stayed to schedule. The use of 3 screens gave all attendees a better view of the presentations. A little technical difficulty was experienced but lessons were learned for future events.

Jessica’s presentation on her Lions exchange visit to Italy and the life benefits it has provided to her was interesting and well-done. STARS provided a presentation on their work and expressed their thanks for the support of Lions clubs. An informal and successful get together was enjoyed by non-members on Saturday morning, with coffee and some activities. In the afternoon, a stand-in speaker described the different attitudes and requirements of different generations of volunteers, a lesson all non-profit organisations must heed for survival. 
The District Governor’s banquet was well attended and the audience appreciated IPID Lion Patti Hill’s inspirational address. A magician/comedian entertained after the banquet. The three-time auction of a large gift basket donated by the Village of Beiseker yielded a total of $3,700 for Lions Clubs International Foundation for relief work in Haiti. The total raised for Haiti during the weekend was $12,425 including the auction, club pledges and personal donations from the Lions at the convention. The convention closed after the Memorial Service on Sunday morning, this event was much appreciated by the family members.
Thanks to the Convention committee, the Cabinet and all the volunteers who worked to create a successful and inspiring convention weekend.

Ivan Cook 

2010 Convention Chairman
