IPDG Report






February 14, 2010

The last 3 months were mainly occupied by Lions In Sight.  A group of Club Presidents, Zone Chairpersons and interested Lions got together many times to map out a course of actions to support IP’s Lions In Sight initiative, a push to get the communities aware of who we Lions are and what we do.  The results were two folds:  Calgary malls information blitz that took place in the last 2 weeks of January and a long range plan.  
11 clubs participated with over 40 Lions volunteered in the Mall blitz.  The experience was positive and we’ll have a wrap up meeting February 24th to discuss ways to levy this experience for further Public Relation projects.
As for long range plans, with the help of PIP Judge Brian Stevenson we had a meeting with City Alderman Lion Bob Hawksworth to discuss possible long range partnership with the city.  Lion Bob connected us with Parks Foundation.  PDG John Watson and I met with the President of the Foundation and we are excited by all the possibilities.  
PIP Judge Brian and PDG John Watson also met with Calgary Zoo which is visited by over 1.5 million people to work out ways that the Lions can have a very visible presence in the grounds.  Stay tune for more.
Zone Chairs with clubs outside of Calgary were encouraged to tailor similar activities in their areas and I am happy to report that THEY DO!
To put “Lions” in sight of the communities we serve, whether within the city of Calgary or in the outlying areas is the duty of all Lions in our District.  We should all take this responsibility very seriously.

My partner in crime PDG John Watson and I want to thank the committee members, the clubs and Lions that volunteered, PIP Judge Brian Stevenson for his guidance but we want to thank especially PDG Bernie Gribben for putting up with the many many ideas of the committee and the many many revisions on the brochure.  The end result is an effective, eye-catching, professional tool that we should all be very proud of.
Other than Lions In Sight I also attended the District Convention and visited many clubs presenting Club President Excellence, 100% secretary and treasurer awards.  It’s great to visit these clubs again.  However, the high light of these visits was inducting 8 new members in Calgary North Hill Lions Club.  Our district is going the right direction.
