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As we are into June my year as District Governor is all most over.  The year has gone 

by fast.  

 I have to thank all of my club members the Bowness Lions for all the help and support 

and time that they have given to Sandra and me. 

This has been an experience of a lifetime that a person will never forget. Meeting all 

the Lions in the District and have each club make us feel at home at all their meetings 

and events which we attended. What a gracious group of men and women in District 

37-0.  

This past month was the convention was held in Medicine Hat.  This was our fourth 

and final Council meeting for this year’s District Governors. It has been a great 

experience working with them all of them and a lot of fun also.  We had the pleasure of 

getting to know each of the other 4 District Governor’s along with their partners.  These 

are friendships that will last a lifetime and what a privilege it is to call them all our 

friends.  

I would like at this time to wish Dr. Rose all the best in the upcoming year and hope 

she will have a successful year as I have had. 

I look forward to working with all of the Lions of this district in the coming years and 

thank you for the opportunity to have served as your District Governor. 

 

Lion John & Sandra 

 

District Governor 

John Goodrich 

403 217-6740 

Email:sgbirdie12@aol.co 

 

District Governor Elect 

Dr. Rose Geonzon 

403 280-3021 

Email: lionrose@shaw.ca 

1
st
 VDG Elect 

Bruce Bishop 

403-888-9914.  

Email 

b.b.bishop@shaw.ca 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

2
nd

 VDG Elect Bill Baux 

403 238-0491 

Email:bill.baux@shaw.ca 

 

Newsletter 

Bernie Gribben PDG 

403 640-1056 

Email: gribbenb@shaw.ca 

 

         DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed 

within any published 

article report or 

submission reflect those of 

the author and should not 

be considered to reflect 

those of the editor. The 

information contained in 

this newsletter is believed 

to be accurate, but is not 

warranted to be so. 

Bernie Gribben PDG does 

not endorse any person or 

persons advertising in this 

newsletter. Publication of  

these articles should not be 

considered an endorsement 

of the content.  

Thank You 

Bernie Gribben  

                            Editor. 

 

  

                                                Lions Clubs International Foundation 

The Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) supports and develops programs that serve 

people in need throughout the world. With the dedication and work of Lions, LCIF is able to 

improve millions of lives through our high-impact initiatives. 

Our programs are focused in four main areas: 

Preserving Sight Since 1990, SightFirst has been making quality eye care accessible to those 

who most need it. SightFirst has made it possible for more than 30 million people to have 

improved or restored vision.  

Serving Youth Over the past 25 years, 12 million young people in 66 countries have benefitted 

through Lions Quest, our youth development program for kindergarten through 12th grade. 

Providing  

 

Disaster Relief In times of disaster, Lions meet immediate needs such as food, water and shelter 

with funds from LCIF. For larger-scale disasters, the Foundation remains committed to helping 

communities rebuild into the future.  

Humanitarian Efforts LCIF is active in a variety of humanitarian efforts such as supporting the 

construction homes for the disabled, providing vision screenings to Special Olympics athletes 

and combating measles. 

mailto:lionrose@shaw.ca
mailto:b.b.bishop@shaw.ca


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

 

 
"AMAZING EGG-A-THON" by Becky Mesay 

On Friday April 1, 2011 the Calgary Leo Club held its first “Amazing Egg-A-Thon,” an event where the Calgary Wildrose 

Leo Club combined the themes from “The Amazing Race” and of Easter.  It was an activity that was meant to be 

enjoyable for children and teenagers from the ages of 10-18. This event also raised money for the Calgary Wildrose Leo 

Club. The “Amazing Egg-A-Thon” was a great Easter activity and experience for the Leo Club. The first part of the 

morning was rather cold and not many people were willing to work and set-up because of the weather. Though it was 

cold, and my feet were frozen, it was still fun because I was surrounded by all of my friends and fellow Leo Club 

members. Together we made the “Amazing Egg-A-Thon” an event to remember. At around 12:30 pm all of our 

participants arrived, there were around six people in total who came. In order to compensate for the amount of people 

missing, several Leo Club members participated. It was a very fun event and all the stations were interesting and 

several even made us think and problem-solve. In the end everyone won a first, second, or third prize. These prizes 

consisted of chocolate, stuffed animal bunnies, plus consolation prizes. Overall I had a great time; the only thing I would 

change for next year would be to have our “Amazing-Egg-A-Thon” held at a later time in the year. If our event was held 

at a later time, the weather would be more pleasant, and a larger amount of people would be more likely to come.  

"FUN BOWLING for Dog Guides” by Makda Habtegergesa 

During the Purina Dog Guides Fun Bowling 2011, Leo's Rebecca, Cayenne, Vida, Vanessa, Vince, and myself - Makda - 

attended and participated in the 56th annual event. Leo's Cayenne, Vanessa, Vince, and I were on one team. Leo's 

Rebecca and Vida joined another Lions team. During the bowling time, I enjoyed it. Now my team was not the best 

team, but it was fun watching everyone attempt to get a strike and get a gutter ball instead.  Our Final score was 

around 300 in each game. Rebecca and Vida had a score of about 200, and that is how later on in the day, their team 

won a trophy. They drew a number of 265, and Leo's Becky and Vida were honoured for their win. Before the award 

show we had pizza and drinks, which was amazing. We continued to finish off our game and once we had, they began 

the award show. They had a trophy with the number 83, so the person with a score of 83 would receive it. The only 

thing was, myself and another participant had the same score. So the made us do a bowl off. The other woman went 

first, her 1st ball went to the gutter and the second was a strike. At first I did not want to bowl, it felt so surreal that 

something like this could happen. So I got ready and I did it anyway, for the Leo Club. The ball hit a strike, my 2nd one 

that day. So I received the trophy.  Also a big congrats to Leo Cathia who won "youngest bowler present" and Catrina 

for "youngest helper present". Leo Cathia won a mini trophy and Leo Catrina received Pizza Hut pizza. Hopefully next 

we will have more Leo representatives at this event.  



 

 

                                MD 37 HALL OF FAME                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulation to Lion Otto Silzer Lions Club of Calgary 

on being inducted into the Hall of Fame at the MD 37 

Convention held in Medicine Hat 

 

                       MD 37 Vice Council Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

Resolution to elect a Vice Council Chair 2011-2012 

Congratulation to PDG Dan Krum on being declared the 

winner after four ballots. Dan is with the Hunley Project 

Lions Club District 37-S 

 LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 

FOCUS 

 We Give Sight. LCIF works around the world to restore 

and protect vision for all. 

We Support Youth. The Foundation is committed to 

helping young people experience healthy development and 

have opportunities to succeed. 

 We Provide Disaster Relief. When communities are 

devastated after disasters strike, LCIF is there to help them 

survive and rebuild. 

 We Meet Humanitarian Needs. From combating global 

health issues to empowering those with disabilities, LCIF 

is dedicated to humanitarian service 

 

Texas Hospitality. Yes, Thursday, June 2nd Central Standard 

Time with 95 +degrees. Here's how 'The Judge' was welcomed 

and treated at MD2's pre Texas State Convention. I just wish I had a 

picture. The Judge and our own PIP, Ebb Grimsted about 88 years 

old, went golfing with younger TX Lions prior to the Conv. Well, 

everyone thought of themselves - great Southern Hospitality, and 

you guessed it. All but ONE pic-em-up pick up truck was left at the 

golf course and 5 of 6 Lions. TX Lions were comfortably seated in 

the enclosed cab when they noticed the PIPs. Those Texans saw the 

PIPs and asked if they needed a ride.  YUP - Well, those PIP's were 

invited to sit in the back of that pic-em-pickup truck with all the golf 

bags and stinky shoes. This is not a wish it would happen to them 

story - it is factual. Of course, it was the topic all day Fri and Sat.  I 

wish you could have heard all the TX Lions explaining that story to 
clear their name.  Lion Shirley Dillman PDG 

Congratulation to the following that were recognized at the 

MD Convention from District 37-O 

 

International President Certificate of Appreciation. 

Lion Bill Baux Calgary North East Eyeopener  

Lion Brent MacLeod Calgary Southridge 

 

International Presidents Leadership Medal 

Lion Bill Busst Calgary Southridge 

 

Senior Leadership Award 

PDG Bernie Gribben Lions Club of Calgary 

Resolutions for proposed amendments to MD 37 Constitution 

require two-thirds approval to pass 

Resolution 1 through 7 Passed. 

 

Resolutions for proposed amendments to MD 37 Bylaws 

require a simple majority of the voting delegates. 

 

Resolution 8 through 18 Passed. 

Resolution # 19 A per Capita Tax Failed 

I would like to thank District Governor John for allowing me 
to edit and circulate the District Newsletter 
 
I would like to thank those that submitted articles which 
make things much easier. 
 
Enjoy the final edition of Light up the Beacon 
 
Bernie Gribben 



  

 
 



  

      

  

 

1st Annual CNIB “Outta Sight” Golf Classic 

Event Information 

Tuesday, August 23,2011 7:30 am-4:30 pm 

Springbank Links Golf Club 125 Hackamore 

Trail, Calgary. 

For description of course and directions go 

to www.springbanklinks.com 

Tournament Schedule 

7:30 Breakfast & registration 

8:30 Shotgun start, 4 person Texas Scramble 

1:30-2:00 Cocktail reception 

1:30-4:00 Silent & live auction 

2:00 BBQ Rib-Eye steak dinner reception and 

entertainment 

 

Registration includes 

18 Holes with power cart 

Opportunity to golf with a blind golfer 

contest and prizes 

 

Cost 

$225 per golfer or $900 per foursome 

Additional dinner reception tickets $75 per 

person 

With proper eyewear, it is estimated that 

1000% of eye injuries could be prevented. 

 

 

CNIB Outta Sight Golf Classic Registration 

       Title Sponsor ($10,000) 4 players  

        + 4 additional dinner tickets 

         Platinum Sponsor ($5,000) - 4 players 

        Gold Sponsor ($2000) -2 players 

        Hole Sponsor ($1,000) single player 

        Friend of CNIB (prize/auction item) 

         Foursome team ($900) 

         Individual golfer ($225) x __= $____ 

         Additional dinner ticket ($75) x ____ = $______ 

Total Registration $____________ 

Player 1. _________________________  Email: ______________________ 

            2. _________________________              ______________________ 

            3. _________________________       ______________________ 

            4. _________________________              ______________________ 

I am donating the following auction items and/or prizes _______________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Please pick up after ____________ Email:     ________________________ 

Receipt to:            Individual or        Company 

Company  ____________________________________________________ 

Contact Person  ________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________ 

City  _______________  Prov.  __________  Postal Code  ______________ 

Phone ________________  Fax  _______________ 

Payment accepted:  Cash,  Cheque,  Visa,  Master Card, AMEX 

Credit Card Number  _____________________ 

Expiry   ____      Signature  ______________________ 

Contact  

Katherine Steven 

PH: 403-266-8831 Ext 412 

Fax:  403-265-5029 

Email: Katherine.steven@cnib.ca 

www.cnib.ca/alberta 

 

 

 

     

$1,000 

     Cart Sponsor 

      Breakfast Sponsor 

      Dinner Sponsor 

      Wine Sponsor 

       Hole in One Sponsor 

 

$500  

       Logo Sponsor 

    

 

            

     

 

 

                        

 

 

 

      

http://www.springbanklinks.com/
mailto:Katherine.steven@cnib.ca


 

 

 

 

 

             

      

 

 

 

  

      Visit Mount McKinley the Highest Mountain 

in North America and centerpiece of Denali 

National Park and Preserve in Alaska. 20,320 feet 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

35th Annual USA/Canada 

Lions Leadership Forum 

September 22-24 

 
The Early Bird Registration Deadline for the 

USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum is just around 

the corner.  Register now. Registration fee goes up 

after June 15th 

After August 1, the registration fee will increase to 

$305 per person. 

 

So far, more than 1,200 Lions have registered to 

attend the Alaska Forum. You can register by mail or 

use the on-line registration form through the Forum 

website. 

 

Early Registration   $260.00 
If mailed before June 15, 2011 

Registration    $280.00 
If mailed before August 1, 2011 

Registration    $305.00 
If mailed August 1, 2011 or later 

 

Registration Fee 

The registration fee covers the cost of the seminars 

and four designated meals (Thursday evening 

banquet, Friday luncheon, Saturday luncheon and 

Saturday evening banquet). All attendees must pay 

the full registration fee to participate in any of the 

meals or seminars. Individual meal function tickets 

will not be available. Hotel rooms cannot be 

assigned until the registration fee and hotel deposit is 

received. All registration and hotel reservations are 

on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

               Alberta Goodwill Tour 2012 

Greetings: 
My name is Rick Browne. I am a member of the York 

Regional Police Male Chorus and Chairman of our Alberta 

Tour 2012 committee. Our group was established in 1991 by 

Superintendent Lowell McClenny. He was tasked by the then 

Chief of Police to form a Chorus that would become part of 

the 'Community Based Policing' strategy. The Chorus would 

go into the community and show residents a side of policing 

they were not familiar with and subsequently create a better 

working relationship with the community. 

The strategy has been very successful and our group has 

performed close to 600 concerts and raised in the hundreds of 

thousands of dollars for local charities, churches and 

community groups. Our motto is "In Harmony with the 

Community" and in our 20th year we continue to provide 

musical enjoyment for the residents of York and beyond. 

Historically, we have planned tours every 4 years. We have 

performed in Northern and Southern Ireland, England, Wales 

and most recently (2008) we toured Newfoundland. We are 

now in the throes of planning our 2012 tour and we have 

decided to head west.  

We will be arriving in Calgary on or about Tuesday, 24 July 

2012. We will be scheduled to depart for Toronto from 

Calgary on the 31st. This note is to announce our tour and 

hopefully arrange concerts at various churches and 

community centres in Calgary. 

I am wondering if the Lions Clubs might assist us by getting 

the message out to your local Service Clubs. Should any 

community groups be interested in having our group perform 

a concert while we are in Calgary - we would be delighted to 

hear from them? We perform a wide variety of musical 

selections and our concerts are always well received. We do 

not charge a fee for our appearances, however we are usually 

provided with a meal of some description prior to our 

performance.  

We are certainly looking forward to visiting Alberta and we 

hope to do 3 performances while in Calgary and possibly 

more depending on the demand. Any assistance you can 

provide us would be most appreciated. 

 Look forward to hearing from you 

please forward any requests for information on our group to 

arby4937@rogers.com or contact by phone at 905-535-5424.  

Kindest regards, 

Rick Browne  

Please do not contact the editor 

Please contact Rick Browne directly 

 

 



 

  

Calgary Wildrose Lions Club 

7th Charter Anniversary &| 

Calgary Wildrose Leo Club 

Installation of Members and Officers 

 

Please join us as we celebrate 7 years of volunteerism 

and the charter of our Leos 

 

Dinner,  Entertainment, Loonie for a Cause Raffle Draw,  

Dance 

 

June 18, 2011 (Saturday) 

5:30 P.M. 

 

Polish Canadian Cultural Centre 

3015-15 Street Northeast 

Calgary 

 

Tickets at $50:00 per person 

 

 

Kindly contact the following for ticket information 

Paz Franco  (403) 281-4873 paz.franco@yahoo.com 

Elvie Valerosa  (403) 918-2292 elvie_valeroso@hotmail.com 

Nora Jopek        (403) 255-1551  najopek@gmail.com 

Raquel Garalde (403) 235-6768 garalde_raquel@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

  

mailto:paz.franco@yahoo.com
mailto:elvie_valeroso@hotmail.com
mailto:najopek@gmail.com
mailto:garalde_raquel@yahoo.com


  

Remember me? Part One 

    

 I’m the person you asked to join this club. I’m 

the person who paid $35 bucks to join, stood up 

in front of all of you and promised to be a loyal 

and faithful Lion. 

 

 I’m the person who came to every meeting since 

that time, but no one paid any attention to me. I 

tried several times to be friendly to some other 

Lions but they all had their “ buddies” that they 

had to talk to and sit next to. I sat down along 

with some unfamiliar faces several times, but 

they didn’t pay much attention to me. 

 

 I hoped very much that somebody would have 

asked me to take charge of the last fund raising 

project, but no one asked me.  I wanted very 

much to do the job, but no one saw my hand 

when I volunteered. 

 

Hello Everyone 

What a wonderful year it has been working with the 

Purina Walk for Dog Guides Committee.  I would like 

to personally thank Colin, Betty-Ann, Edy, Ben, 

Margaret, Peggy, Audrey and John for the excellent job.  

As you all know John’s pet project was the Dog Guide 

Walk.  This year the clubs of District 37-0 have been 

very supportive with their donations to Lions 

Foundation of Canada and Purina Walk for Dog Guides.  

Thank you all for supporting this excellent project. 

 

On May 6
th

 we held the Bowling for the Dog Guides 

and what a fantastic time.  We had 21 teams and 

everyone was enjoying the challenge of making sure the 

ball stayed in the lane long enough to hit the pins.  

Thank you to all for a job well done.  I would like to 

thank Ben Pond for bringing us the trophies donated by 

Chris of the Wildrose Lions Club and for Betty Ann for 

getting us the bowling figures to put on the top of the 

trophies from her friend.  Thank you to the North Hill 

Leos and the Wildrose Leos for their help. The evening 

was a success and I hope to see you all next year.     

 

The sun shone on a beautiful May Day for the walk. The 

setup was done without any problems and thank you to 

John, Scottie and Marvin from Bowness and Bruce Carr 

from Northeast Eyeopener for setting up the tables, tents 

and barbeques. Thank you to Susan, Ed, Evelyn, Delcia, 

Dario, Resty, Ben and Rey from the Filipino Club for 

handling all the registrations. Thank you to Bill, Ron & 

Jeff from the Northeast Eyeopener for various duties 

that were asked of them during the walk (Bill I knew 

you loved little dogs? Tinkerbelle says HI).  A special 

thank you to Betty Ann, Audrey, Colin Dave, John, Joy 

and Siera from the Mountainview Lions for doing all 

sorts of duties that were requested of them during the 

event.  I would also like to thank Cayenne, Rebecca, 

Cathia, Catrina, Mara, Alyssa, Glenn and Raquel from 

Wildrose Leos and Lions Club for helping along the 

pathways.  We had the pleasure of having three service 

dogs, Luna with partner Alyssa, McGiver with partner 

Lana and Eli with partner Brody and family. The people 

from the farthest away were Allan & Ann McBride from 

Townsend Lions Club in Ontario.  The youngest walker 

was there granddaughter.  Dennise Braithwaite’s 

grandson from Northeast Eyeopener participated in his 

second walk and he is just two.  Check out the pictures 

below. 

Lynn Grafe who is a non lion and does not own a dog 

sets a goal each year and her goal for this walk was 

$2000 and she raised $2432.00.  Great work Lynn and 

thank you.   

 Lion Sandra Goodrich Lions Foundation of Canada 

Chairperson  
 

Grandma and 2nd time walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grandma & Grandpa from Townsend Lions, Ontario walking 
with granddaughter.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

  

"SPONSOR AN ACRE, WATCH IT GROW!!” 
Our sincere thanks to all of our previous sponsors. We look forward to your 

Continued support. The success of this project is directly related to the support 

We received from the community, local businesses, individuals and fellow Lions 
Clubs in and around our district. 
 

Strathmore Turns 100, Lions Foodgrains Program Turns 5 
The Lions Canadian Foodgrains project turns five this year and with that comes 
much change. This year we are growing silage crops of corn and barley, having 
a community garden and a corn maze. The concept is the same as in the past 4 
years. We grow the crops, after the completion of the harvest, the barley crop will 
be sold and the proceeds will be donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. All 
proceeds donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank will potentially be matched 
by the Government of Canada by a ratio of 4:1. The corn crops proceeds will be 
going to local charities in the Cheadle and Strathmore area. 
The Canadian Foodgrains Bank is a partnership of Canadian church-based, 
nongovernment agencies (NGO’s) working to end hunger in developing countries by 
increasing and deepening the involvement of Canadians in efforts to end hunger. 
For more information on The Canadian Foodgrains Bank please go to their webpage 
at www.foodgrainsbank.ca. or visit our website at www.cheadlelions.ca 
Sponsorship includes: 
Two meal tickets to Harvest BBQ 
Valuable Tax Receipt 
Commemorative Sponsorship Certificate 
Proceeds to The Canadian Foodgrains Bank and local charities 

 



 

  

     "SPONSOR AN ACRE, WATCH IT GROW!!" 
 

Cheadle Lions Club 
 

presents the 
 

5th Annual 
 

Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank Project 

 

Cost: $250.00 per acre 
 
 
Business / Name: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Contact Person: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Name to appear on Certificate: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Address: 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Town:__________________________________________________Postal Code:___________ 
 
Phone No. __________________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 
 
# of Acres Required _____ X $250.00 = $___________ Previous Sponsor: _ Yes _ No 
 
Method of Payment: _ Cheque _ Mastercard _ Visa 
 
Name on Card: _____________________________________________________________   
 
Card #: ___________________________________________Expiry Date: _______________ 
 
Member of Lions Club: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact 
Cheadle Lions Club at e-mail cheadlelions@yahoo.ca • www.cheadlelions.ca • fax: 275-1861 
by mail RR1 Site 3 Box 22, Strathmore, Alberta T1P 1J6 

Submitted By Lion Kevin Gibbons 



 

  

Youth Exchange - Special Moments 
   

¶ Lion Leigh & Joan Blackwell hosted a young Japanese woman, Judy, to our program in the summer of 1982.  

In August of 2007, Judy's nephew, Takeshi Kekahi, requested hosting by the same Lion's family. In August, 

2007, Lion Leigh was reunited with his student Judy, of 1982, when she surprised her nephew by bringing 

her mother, and flying to Calgary to meet her nephew and Lion Leigh, a member of the Bearspaw Lions 

Club. This reunion brought together THREE generations of Youth Exchange to our program, thanks to Lion 

Leigh Blackwell; Judy's mother, who hosted YE in Japan, Judy, and Takeshi, both Japanese Youth Exchange 

participants!  

 

¶ Lions Don and Sylvia Zuber, of the Calgary Heritage Lions Club, had the fortune of seeing three of their 

grandchildren participate in Youth Exchange. Cameron Zuber traveled to Finland, because of his interest in 

blacksmithing and the history of that vocation through the Vikings. As a result of his interest, his talent, and 

his skill in the smithing arts, Cameron was invited to participate and to "teach" a course at one of the Finnish 

colleges, as part of his Youth Exchange program. Congratulations to Cameron and his proud grandparents! 

 

¶ The Calgary North Hill Lions Club sponsored a young lady to the Waterton Leadership Camp. At the camp, 

she experienced a very unique experience, and in her telling of that experience brought her fellow campers to 

tears………..you see, she had been a street child, surviving in a manner that only street children can 

appreciate; sleeping in parks, doing drugs, selling herself, and living moment to moment……. She had been 

parolled to Ranch 118, for wayward youth, when someone sponsored her to camp. Through her Youth 

Exchange experience, she was accepted as an individual for who she was - for her potential - not for what she 

had been. She is living and contributing, as a valuable member of her community. In recent years, she 

submitted a letter to the Cabinet of District 37-O to express her appreciation for the change in the direction of 

her life……..  Youth Exchange does not end with the exchange……. It has a lifelong, lasting impact on the 

lives of our young people. 

 

¶ In 1993, I hosted my first International Exchange student - Maki, a seventeen year-old girl from Japan. She 

came, with her broken English, and high aspirations of becoming a mathematics student at Keio University, 

in Tokyo. During the next several years I corresponded with Maki and followed her progress through 

University to become the first woman ever to graduate with a Master's degree in the Mathematics Program, 

with Honours, from Keio University. Maki went on to marry, sending beautiful photos, and then to have two 

young children, both boys. She and her husband then traveled to California, where they were Visiting 

Student professors at the San Francisco University, in California. In June of 2010, Maki emailed me to tell 

me she would be traveling to the Banff School of Fine Arts as a guest speaker, speaking on Quantum theories 

of Mathematics to groups of visiting professors. She returned to Okotoks, for dinner, and in March of 2011, 

after the tragic events of the Japanese earthquakes, detailed her agonizing efforts to locate her children at 

their daycare, after the quakes.  "As you know, we had a big earthquake on March 11. That day, I was outside 

and I lost the way to go home. My husband was also. So, each of us walked and walked (5 hours or so) to my 

children's daycare center, and finally, we could met my kids in the midnight (around 11 p.m). At my home, 

we don't have gas and electricityé.but we were so happy because all of us could sleep in our beds. After that 

day, we were at my parents house (Wakayama) until the end of March, because as you know, we couldn't get 

food in Tokyo, and we were afraid of explosion of nuclear power plant. Little by little we could get food and 

we figured out the damage from the problem of nuclear power to Tokyo is small. We still have electricity 

problem sometimes but that is OK. People in north Japan still has much much difficulties. We pray for them. 

Thank you so much, mom. I catch your big hug! Your Japanese daughteréé.Makiò 

 

 

Yes, Youth Exchange is so much moreééé.. 

Lion Debbie MacRae 

Youth Exchange Chair 

District 37-O 

 
 
 



 

 


