
This year, mark 

your calendar to 

enhance your Lion-

istic skills at one or 

more of these 

Leadership Rallies:  

Jan. 22/23 ï 

Northern Rally, 

Edmonton, AB  

Feb. 19/20 ï 

Central Rally, 

Claresholm, AB  

Feb. 26/27 ï 

Southern Rally, 

Helena, MT  

For decades, Lions 

in MD 37 have at-

tended a óMid-

winterô Conference 

in January each 

year.  The confer-

ence did not focus 

on political, or ad-

ministrative issues, 

but rather on lead-

ership development 

and training.  

After more than a 

year of planning, 

the Lions in MD 37 

will now enjoy 

three Regional Ral-

lies: Southern Rally 

(for the Lions in 

Montana), Central 

Rally (for Lions 

from Districts 37 N 

and O), and North-

ern Rally (for Lions 

in 37 I and L).   

Of course, all Lions 

are welcome to at-

tend any of these 

Rallies.   

MD Regional Rallies 2010  

Council Meeting News  
Your MD 37 Council of 

Governors met in Devon, 

Alberta on November 5 & 

6 th  to conduct the busi-

ness of the Multiple.  

Council passed the fol-

lowing resolutions:  

Approval of program 

format for May 2010 

Convention in Kalispell  

Updated Policy Manual 

for Long Range Plan-

ning Committee  

Released MD 37 funds 

to support regional ral-

lies  

Clarified support for 

training of 1st and 2nd 

VDGs.  

Appointed two new 

members to the Lions 

Eye Bank (Alberta) So-

ciety [PDG Terry Dunn 

and PCC Bill Engram]  

Assigned responsibili-

ties for review of MD 

Constitution and By-

laws  

Received update on 

Kalispell preparations 

for the MD 37 Conven-

tion, May 13 -15  

Received update on 

LCIF grant in support 

of Lions Quest  

Received update on 

Partnerships with:  

TREE CANADA, and  

Medic Alert.  

MD 37 Lions Pride  

Special points 

of interest:  

FIRST EVER 

MD 37 Lead-

ership Rally 

Schedule  

November -  

December  

2009  
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I extend my thanks to the 

MD 37 District Governors, 

1st  and 2 nd  Vice District 

Governors, and MD 37 

advisors who attended the 

2nd  Council meeting held 

November 5 & 6 in 

Devon, Alberta for provid-

ing input into the discus-

sions that came before 

the Council.  We had the 

pleasure of having Inter-

national Director Carl 

Young sit in the Council 

meeting as he was in 

Devon as the guest of 

District Lôs convention. 

There were many items 

dealt with by the Council 

as we had a full agenda.  

One of the more impor-

tant items addressed was 

to approve an addition to 

the MD 37 Policies that 

allows the Council of Gov-

ernors to appoint an in-

terim MD 37 Secretary, 

and/or MD 37 Treasurer, 

and/or MD 37 Secretary -

Treasurer in the event of 

the current MD 37 Secre-

tary/Treasurer being un-

able to work due to being 

temporarily unable or in-

capacitated so as to 

limit her/her ability to 

fully discharge his/her 

obligations to the Multi-

ple District.  With this 

addition, Council was 

able to put someone in 

place to assist MD 37 

Secretary -Treasurer Bill 

Engram until such time 

as he is well enough to 

resume his duties, 

which we all hope will 

be very soon.  Council 

appointed PID Dr. Patti 

Hill as the interim MD 

37 Secretary -Treasurer 

on month - to -month 

basis.  This has been 

done at no additional 

cost to the Lions of 

Multiple District 37.  

Please continue to use 

MD 37 Secretary -

Treasurer Billôs email of 

billengram@shaw.ca  to 

contact the MD office 

as PID Patti is able to 

access this email from 

her home.  

Another item that 

Council dealt with was 

the appointment of Lion 

Bob Booth, of Medicine 

Hat as the MD 37 web-

master.  Over the next 

few weeks Lion Bob will 

clean the existing site 

and make it more user -

friendly.  Once that has 

been done, the items 

that are to stay on the 

site will be updated.  

Other items that will be 

posted as soon as pos-

sible will include photos 

and bios of the Council 

of Governors, approved 

minutes of the Council 

meetings, the MD 37 

Committee Chairper-

sons list, the MD 37 

Constitution, Bylaws, 

and Policies, MD 37 

newsletter, as well as 

information on upcom-

ing MD 37 events such 

the Leadership Rallies.  

If you wish to send Lion 

Bob something to post, 

please send it to 

bobb@canopycanada.n

et  

As the Holiday Season 

is now upon us, I send 

greetings to all the Li-

ons, Lioness, and LEO 

members in MD 37 as 

(Continued on page 5)  

your choice of Dog Guides 
Canada, Therapeutic Paws 
of Canada, or National 
Service Dogs.  After pur-
chasing this pack, custom-
ers can go online or text to 
vote for their Charity of 
Choice.  Each charity will 
receive a minimum dona-
tion of $5,000 from Purina, 

 
Treat your 
pets this holi-
day season 

with delicious snacks from 
Purina.  Purchase either 
the dog or cat Wonderfur 
Winter Treat Pack and a 
portion of the proceeds will 
go towards the charity of 

with more going to the 
charity with the most 
votes.  These treats are 
available at your local gro-
cery store, Wal-Mart and 
PJs.   

Be sure to pick up this 
great gift idea and remem-
ber to vote for Dog Guides.  

From the desk of Council Chairperson Donna  

Help Support Dog Guides This Holiday Season  
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ñLow Vision 

Montanaôs 

mission is to 

connect people 

who have low 

vision or 

blindness, and 

their families, with 

options that 

create and 

enhance 

independence.ò 

A Wonderfur Win-

ter Treat Pack for 

Your Dog or Cat  

2009 - 2010  

Council  

Chairperson 

Donna Coulter  

mailto:billengram@shaw.ca
mailto:bobb@canopycanada.net
mailto:bobb@canopycanada.net


Medicine Hat welcomed a new 

Lions Club on November 7 th  

with the official Charter Cele-

bration of the Medicine Hat 

Community View Lions Club.  

The Medicine Hat Com-

munity View Lions club 

is a new and vibrant 

club that was built out 

of the need in our com-

munity to revitalize a 

local lions club which 

was struggling with 

membership. The Medi-

cine Hat Crescent 

Heights Lions Club has 

amalgamated with new 

members, who share 

the drive to make our 

community a better 

place and have a com-

mitment to volunteer-

ism, to form the Medi-

cine Hat Community 

View Lions club.   The 

Medicine Hat Lions Club 

has acted as the spon-

soring organization and 

provided Guiding Lions 

Alan Bergen and Kim 

Simpson to assist in the 

development of govern-

ance and general or-

ganization of the new 

club. The first Charter 

Night (November 7th, 

2009) was a night of 

entertainment and cele-

bration. Seventy 

guests, including local 

Lions members and 

their families, Past Dis-

trict Governor Wayne 

Hintz, District Governor 

Pam Beyer, and Past 

International Director 

Jack Isaman, cele-

brated the Chartering 

of the new club.   Greet-

ings from the City of 

Medicine Hat were 

given to the club by 

his worship Norm 

Boucher, and letters of 

congratulations were 

received from Dr. Patti 

Hill, Past International 

Director, Rob Renner, 

MLA for Medicine Hat, 

and LaVar Payne, MP 

for the Medicine Hat 

riding. Past District 

Governor of 37 -N, 

Wayne Hintz, pre-

sented the new club 

with their Charter and 

District Governor of 37 

-  N, Pam Beyer, pre-

sented the club with 

their new Club Banner 

from Lions Interna-

tional. The program 

included a presenta-

tion from Past Interna-

tional Director Jack 

Isaman that focused 

on what Lions clubs 

are doing throughout 

the world and what it 

means to be a 

Lion.   Mr. Isaman 

stressed the impor-

tance of when a per-

son becomes a Lion in 

their heart and not 

just when they receive 

their pin. The night 

included entertain-

ment by local come-

dian/magician Trevor 

Moor and continued 

through the evening 

with a dance with mu-

sic provided by local 

DJ Mark Flanni-

gan.     With this cele-

bration over the focus 

of the Medicine Hat 

Community View Lions 

Club is to contribute to 

the community by 

partnering with the 

City o Medicine Hat to 

install a dog waste 

baggy system to clean 

up the local pathways, 

providing scholarships 

to local students, con-

tributing to local agen-

cies such as Medicine 

Hat Food Bank, the MS 

Society, MADD, SE Al-

berta Medic Air Society 

as well as the local 

CNIB Chapter.  

Submitted by   

Hailey Gale  

Secretary  

Medicine Hat  

Community View  

Lions Club  

NEW CLUB: Medicine Hat Community View Lions 

We Serve  

New  

Lions Clubs 

create  

new service  

in  our 

communities.  

New Club ban-

ner presented to 

Community View 

Lions Club by DG 

Pam Beyer  
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PID Jack Isaman, guest speaker  



EXTENSION TIPS: Canvassing  

When canvassing for a new club, reaching community leaders is vital to new 

club development because:  

Å They are aware of the needs in their community.  

Å They have the ability to make a difference.  

Å They are aware of community organizations such as the Lions.  

Å They have the leadership skills needed to give the new club a strong foun-

dation.  

Å They have the ability to recruit other leaders.  

 

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TIPS: Todayôs Volunteer 

Todayôs volunteer wants to know what the organization can do today, and is 

less interested in the history and traditions of the association. To appeal to 

this new generation of volunteers  

Å Stay mission focused  

Å Encourage individualism  

Å Be Enthusiastic! The members should enjoy their involvement.  

Å Allow flexibility ï Remember that the members determine the direction of 

the new club.  

 

RETENTION TIPS : Members are most likely to stay in a club when they 

feel  

a. Needed ï you make sure they are invited to work on:  

Project planning  

Fundraisers  

Committees  

Hands -on service  

b. Appreciated ï you take time to thank Lions for efforts, work, atten-

dance, comments, new ideas, sponsoring others, and serving the club 

and the community  

c. Missed ï when your Lions miss a project or meeting at which they were 

expected, make sure  the attendance committee calls or emails mem-

bers who have missed meetings to see if they needed a ride, were ill, 

forgot about the meeting or work project, or are concerned about 

changes in their financial status and commitments to the club.  EN-

SURE this is not a complaint call, but rather a concerned friend 

call.  

ñMD 37 Lions and Clubs continue to invite new members to join the 

Worldôs Greatest Service Organization, but we are losing members 

faster than we are gaining them.  Letôs double our efforts on Mem-

bership Growth and Retention.ò  PID Patti Hill. GMT Leader  

Everyone needs to know...  
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Campaign 

Sight First II 

will save the 

vision of 

millions of 

those in need. 

Clubs and 

individuals are 

reminded to 

fulfill their 

pledges to be 

part of this 

miracle of 

service.  

 

Those in 

need, need 

us now!  

 

 



The Travelling Diabetes Resource Program 
(TDRP) is a public education tool that brings dia-
betes-related resources and information directly 
to Albertans. Thanks to support from Lions 
Clubs, this program helps keep diabetes top-of-
mind for Albertans and The Northwest Territo-
ries.  
 
Established in 1987 to raise funds for Lions Jour-
ney for Sight, the Lions Cavalcade program went 
through several changes before becoming in-
strumental in funding and exhibiting aspects of 
the Associationôs TDRP in 1996. 
Although there are four Lions districts in Alberta/
NWT, the Lions adopted the Canadian Diabetes 
Association divisions of Northern and Southern 
Alberta. Annually, they raise funds that cover the 
costs of TDRP vans in both divisions, operating 
out of home bases in Edmonton and Calgary.   
 
ñThe Travelling Diabetes Resource Program pro-
motes the health of Albertans by bringing diabe-
tes-related resources and information to people 
with diabetes, their family members, as well as 
those at risk of developing the disease. The Li-
ons are great supporters of the TDRP in Alberta 
and the Northwest Territories,ò says Corrina 
Jossy, Manager, Public Programs & Services 
and Volunteer Development, Canadian Diabetes 
Association Northern AB/NWT Region. 
Each year,  
 

Cavalcade events are held in different parts 
of the province, with the 2010 gathering to be 
held in Taber, Alberta. In addition to the fund-
raising that takes place, these are family 
friendly events that really celebrate commu-
nity and making a difference for those af-
fected by diabetes. 
 
 
Find out more about the TDRP program and 
how to bring it to your organization. Consider 
joining your local Lions club to help keep the 
Lions Cavalcade for Diabetes and their ongo-
ing diabetes awareness component going 
strong!  

Lions Of AB/NWT help raise diabetes 
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Shown here is Lion Dennis Stevenson, chair-

person of MD 37 Lions Cavalcade For Diabe-

tes Awareness, with one of the vans funded 

by the Lions.  

 

you plan to enjoy the holidays with your families and friends. During this Sea-

son of Thanksgiving and Giving please give generously of your time, labor and 

means to help those who may be less fortunate than you.   

  

 Submitted by CC Donna Coulter  

 

Happy Holidays 

(Continued from page 2)  

http://www.diabetes.ca/get-involved/resources-entry/traveling-diabetes-resource-program/


Western Canada Match  

Lions Foundation of Canada is extremely fortunate to again receive a spe-

cial donation from an anonymous major donor.  This donor will match all 

donations received to sponsor Guide Dog teams from western Canada to a 

total of $50,000.  As an example, if your club donates $5,000, it will be 

doubled to $10,000 for a Special Skills or Seizure Response sponsorship.  

With the launch of the new Autism Assistance program, there are already 

several clients from the West on the waiting list.  Donations for amounts 

less than a sponsorship are welcome and will be pooled together.  This is a 

terrific opportunity and will ensure that there are sponsors for each gradu-

ate from the Western provinces.  

 

Does  

your Lions Club  
have an  

upcoming special event ? 

 

Send your announcements to the MD 37 office via  
email to billengram@shaw.ca for inclusion in the 

Multiple District 37 Lions Pride.   

 

Next Deadline: January 20, 2010.   

Lions Foundation of Canada Matching Dollars  

Why File as a Society / Incorporation?  

 

Why become a legal entity?  -  In Montana , the legislation that provides 

not - for -profit organizations such as Lions clubs to become Corporations also 

protects the clubs directors from personal liability.  

 

Why become a legal entity?  -  In Alberta , the legislation that provides 

not - for -profit organizations such as Lions clubs to become Societies also 

protects the clubs directors from personal liability.   
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What would 

happen é 

if you had to 

step aside from 

your Lions 

commitments?   

Share your 

knowledge and 

experience, 

now.  

Mentor at least 

two people in 

your club to 

ensure other 

Lions can carry 

the torch 

forward if you 

take a break to 

go south,  

need more time 

at  work or with 

family, or  

have 

unexpected 

health 

challenges.  

Plan now for 

future 

success!  



PURPOSE :  

The purpose of the 

Foundation as stated in 

the By -Laws is:  ñPlan, 

develop, and maintain 

a unified program by 

which each and every 

Lions Club in Montana 

may participate volun-

tarily in providing ser-

vices to sight, hearing 

and/or speech impaired 

persons.   The Founda-

tion may receive any 

property, real, per-

sonal, or mixed, by gift, 

device, or bequest. The 

Foundation will operate 

exclusively for charita-

ble, educational, liter-

ary, or scientific pur-

pose.ò 

The Foundation is dedi-

cated to providing   as-

sistance, through the 

Lions Clubs of Montana, 

to Montanans in need 

of assistance with sight, 

hearing and/or speech 

problems.  

ORGANIZATION  

The formation of the 

Montana Lions Sight & 

Hearing Foundation was 

approved by the Direc-

tors of Lions Interna-

tional on November 12, 

1980 and by the Coun-

cil of Governors of MD 

37 in Medicine Hat, Al-

berta on June 6, 

1981.   The Foundation 

is a not - for -profit cor-

poration established 

under the laws of the 

State of Montana on 

J a n u a r y  2 6 , 

1981.   The Foundation 

was initially adminis-

tered in conjunction 

with Montana Low Vi-

sion Services, Inc.   In 

1985 the Trustees of 

the Foundation em-

ployed an administra-

tor and the Foundation 

was separated from 

Montana Low Vision 

Services.  

On April 5, 1989, the 

Internal Revenue Ser-

vice granted the Foun-

dation a 501 (c) (3) 

status for income tax 

purposes.   Contribu-

tors may deduct spe-

cific donations, be-

quests, honorariums 

and memorials for in-

come tax purposes, as 

provided in the Inter-

nal Revenue Tax 

Codes.  

The Foundation is 

managed by a Board 

of Trustees consisting 

of the immediate past 

District Governors of 

Districts 37N and 37S, 

the districtsô sight and 

hearing chairpersons 

and members -at - large 

appointed from each 

district.   The Founda-

tion involves all the 

Lions, Lioness and 

Leos Clubs in the State 

of Montana.  

 

Visit:  

www.mtlionsshfnd.org  

 

Lion of Alberta Foundation offers Matching Grants  
for Club & Personal Donations to Lions Eye Re-
search Institute of Northern Alberta.  

From Casino Funds, the Lions of Alberta Founda-
tion has designated $10,000 to match club and 
personal donations to support the Lions Eye Re-
search Institute of Northern Alberta.  If you wish to 
have your funds matched by LOAF, please make 
your donation payable to Lions of Alberta Founda-
tion and indicate the donation is for LERINA En-
dowment Fund on the memo line. Lions have 
committed to helping establish a $1,000,000 en-
dowment funds to support eye research at the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital. Mail your club or per-
sonal cheque to: 

LOAF,  
c/o #44 Straddock Crescent SW  
Calgary, AB  
T3H 2T2 

 

Montana Sight and Hearing 

Foundation  
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LOAF Board announces ñMatching 

Funds Available,ò  

Holiday Gift ideas for the 

ñIMPOSSIBLEïTO - BUY -FORò 

Family Member or Friend  

Membership in your Lions 

Club (Affiliate or Active)  

LCIF contribution in that 

personôs name 

Contribution to Leaderdog 

at www.leaderdog.org and 

click on Donate  

Contribution  in Lion 

Foundation of Canada at 

www.dogguides.com  and click 

on Donation.  

 



CC Donna Coulter arranged for an independent 
judge to select the MD 37 2009 Peace Poster 
winning entry. The Winner was created by Gab-
riellah DeWitt, the District 37 L winner.   

The winning entry will now be forwarded to LCI 
for the International Contest process.  The 
Global winner is then invited to New York to Li-
ons Day at the UN to be recognized and pre-
sented with the grand prize.  

 

MD 37 Peace Poster  

Winner Selected  
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Multiple District  37  Peace Poster Contest 

Winning Entry, created by Gabriellah 

DeWitt, submitted by District 37 L  
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